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I. INTRODUCTION: This yeor waos an extremely active and
eventful one for the SSRIC. The [Council wrestled with some
significant policy issues, particularly those arising from the
Acaodemic Moinfraome Computer Replocement Plan and its possible
impocts on instructional computing support ond services. CCR
instaolled o number of new datao bases and expaonded its technical
support in response to vaoried campus needs and reguests. The
ICPSE aond Field committees continued the tradition of haord work
in recruiting aond selecting C5U foculty and students for
participation in various prograoms and octivities. CSULA's Ted
Anagnoson did a first-rote job arronging aond hosting the
Thirteenth Annuol Social Science Student Resecrch Conference. Six
Council members sought and received ACE funding for innovotive
proposals [(SS5IMS and ARC/INFOY. Other members orgaonized and
conducted successful computing workshops in SPSS-PC+, LISREEL,
computer mopping, microcomputer stotisticol pockages, aond
ARC/INFO. The yeaor wos marred only by news of Eruce Haston's
necrly-traogic accident in Humboldt. He is recovering and plans to
continue his participotion orn the Council.

The Council held three business meetings: Oct B ot SWEL;
Februory 11 ot San Luis Obispo, ond April 239 ot Cal Staote LA,
following the Student Research Confererce. These meetings were
well-ottended (11, 16, aond 12 OR’'s, respectively) ond occompanied
by infcocrmotive workshops on MARIL/BITNET, CATI software packoges,
SPSS-PC+, STATA, and Maclntosh HyperCord and MaocProject. The care
aond fFeeding of participonts lived up toc high SSRIC expectations.
{Thank you CCR staff, Dick Shaoffer, aond Ted Anagnoscn!l

Future SSRIC meetings aore scheduled for:

October 13-14 ct Cal Steote Sacramento

February 16-17 ot Son Diego State

May 4-5 ot San Frorcisco Stote (Moy 4 1s the
Student Research Conferencel.

SSRIC’'s new Chair is Gene Turner, Col Stote Northridge.

I1. POLICY ISSUES: At its Winter meeting in SLO, the SSRIC
discussed important issues roised by the Acodemic Computing
Plonning Committee’s “Acodemic Mainfrome Computer Replacement
Planning Report.” Worries were expressed thaot the proposed
decentraolization of mainfraome computer replacemsent decision-
making might lead to (1] intercampus mainframe incompotibilities
obstructing efficient communicotiorns aond file transfers, [2] the
collapse of norms and stondaords protecting sociol science



computing needs and interests, especially on smaller campuses,
and (3] the loss or downgrading of centrolized technical support
of applications [(particularly SPSS and SPSS-XJ and data archive
subscriptions (e.g., ICPSR, Field Polls) most heavily used by CSU
social science faculty. The Council directed the Chair to
communicote these concerns in o memo to Thomaos West, Assistant
Vice Chancellor, olong with the recommendaotions that [1)
standards be centrolly established to insure minimaol intercampus
compatibility for communicaotions and file transfers; (2] all
campus moinfraomes have occess to the MAIL/BITNET system; (33
current levels of central technical support of heavily used
agpplicaotion programs and dato archives be mointoined; [43] specicl
ottention be given to the computing needs of smaller campuses;
(5] systemwide procedures be estoblished tc insure due process
and brood consultotion in moinframe decision-moking acffecting CSU
campuses. This memo was sent on March 11, 1988, ond OF’s were
encourcged to forward copies to locol campus computing staoffs.

At different meetings the Council discussed policy issues
raised by initiatives on many compuses to establish social
science research centers and to instoll CATI systems in some
computer laboratories. The sense of these meetings was thaot SSPRIC
gpplauds these developments and would encourage ony appropricte
centraol technical support and focilitotion of these campus
effcrts, porticulorly in the case of CATI.

ITI. FIELD COMMITTEE: Ed Nelson, Bruce Haston, and Richard Serpe
were selected to serve on the Field Committee. Application
deadlines were set for the internship program (early December Ffor
Spring, mid-April for Falll, foculty fellowships [Jaonuary-early
February decdlinel, and gquestion credit proposaols [mid-January
deacdlinel. Student interns selected were Kevin Nash [(Springl and
John Kiesler (Summerl. The policy will continue to be one intern
per semester. Two agpplications were received for the foculty
fFellowship; Allen Fisher was selected. Out of three applications,
Ellioctt Barkan’s guestion credit proposcl waos selected and
gpproved by Field. This exhausted SSRIC’s gquestion credits For
1387-B8. There were two proposols for question credits in 1988-
83, with 3 of the 12 credits acworded to Robert Winslow of San
Diegoc State, pending some modifications of text.

IV, ICPSR: Ed Nelson, SSRIC’s workhorse and cll-oround good guy,
continued as the ICPSR ligison. A totol of $2100 was availabkle to
support SSRIC members attending ICPSR’s summer prograom. The
Council approved a policy of financiol support in proportion to
the number of sessions ottended. This year’s aottendees included
Dick Shaffer, Bruce Haston, Poul Strand, Charlotte Lecnard, and
Ed Nelson. The order of priority for selecting SSRIC delegaotes to
the ICPSR OR meetings was established and reported in the Fall
1987 SSRIC minutes.

U. STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE: The 13th Annual Student Research
Conference was hosted by CSULA on April 28. Thirty social science
students representing eleven CSU compuses presented o variety of
interesting papers ot well-agttended panels. Richard Milward of



SD5U received the Charles McCaoll Award for the best undergraduate
paper. Sharon Gollogher of CSU Hoyward won the Betty Nesvold
Award for best graoduote paper. And Ines M. Miyares of CSU
Stornislaus won the Gloria Rummels Awoard for the best empirical
work using Centrol CYBER datc baoses. [Details are given in Gene
Turner’'s ”"Bytes from SSRIC,” ASCINFO, B8-03.1 Dr. Eric Schockman,

Director of the Pot Brown Institute of Public Affoirs delivered
the conference keynote speech.

Ul. CENTRAL SUPPORT: CCR’s staoff continued to provide the
highest—-quaolity daota baose monogement and technicol support. Many
new doto bases were instolled and debugged, codebooks Furnished,
and services provided. These included the 18B0-87 GSS cumulative
file, the 13887 GSS on fFloppies for microcomputers, monthly
installments of new Field Polls, and many mcore. New softwaore
packaoges and upgrades [including versions 2.0 of SPCC-PC+ and
Systat) were provided, ond improvements were agnnounced in the
MAIL/BITNET system. Specicl efforts were mode to facilitaote
Formation of a CATI-user network ond to estaoblish links with
ICPSR’s NSF notional network permitting direct tielines to data
archives. Penny Crane onnounced that the 1988-83 budget allowed
for purchose of 500 computer workstations, these to be allocated
to compuses by fFormula, but funds were chopped for o super
minicomputer ond certoin proposed scoftware acquisitions.
Proposals were solicited to compete for $400,000 worth of ACE
grants agnd $144,000 support for foculty workshops. Already Funded
were proposals from Northridge ond Sarn Francisco Staote to
develop the ARC/INFO software for geogrophicol informotion
systems [GIS) and from San Diego Stote for aon SPSS-PC+ workshop.
This is only o partial list of many CCR octivities and services
benefitting CSU Foculty ond students. Haots off ogaoin to Penny
Crone, Jeff Johnson, Jonaoh Mills, Pat Curtis ond other CCR staff.

UII. OTHER SSRIC ACTIVITIES: Five SSRIC members [Elliott Barkaon,
Ed Nelson, Bruce Haston, Jim Ross, Richard Deleonl) have nearly
completed their ARCE-funded work in developing o set of Soccicl
Science Instructionol Modules (SS5IMS) desigred to integrate
sociocl science caoncepts ond content with gquantitaotive dotao
analysis skills. SSRIC members and other CSU faculty participaoted
in evoluoting the modules and testing them in the classroom.
Three ore written, tested, ond ready for distribution: Ed and
Elizabeth Nelson’s ”"The Stotus ond Roles of fmerican Women,”
Elliott Baorkan’s "Colifornia’s New Americans,” ond Rich Deleon’s
"AIDS, Homophobio, and Political Tolerance: Public Opinion in
California.” The doto sets for each ore formotted to run on both
moinframes and microcomputers. Bruce Hoston’'s module on "0Opinions
and Behavioral Charocteristics of College Students” (a
compilation of five student surveys on CSU campuses) and Jim
Ross’s module on patterns of crime in Coliforniao are nearly
finished and will be avoilable soon. The SSIMS project wos
directed by Elliott Barkaon, with valuable assistance From Jeff
Johnson at CCR and Kerri McDougoll and Jim Ross at CSU
Bokersfield.



Gene Turner of Northridge and Jerry Davis of San Francisco
Stote received ACE funding for a proposal to develop training
programs and applications in ARC/INFO GIS software. Participation
from other CS5U compuses is invited, ond workshops on ARC/INFO
have been scheduled in northern and southern Colifornia.

A number of successful workshops were orgonized by SSRIC
foculty, including ones on SPSS5-PC+ (Dick Shafferl, LISREL
(Richard Serpel, computer mapping [(Gene Turnerl, microcomputer

statisticol packoges {(Ted Anaognosonl, and instructional computing
{Dick Shofferl.

In sum, this waos an octive and productive yeoar for SSEIC. I
enjoyed serving os Choir and appreciocted cll the good help 1
received from my Council colleogues and CCR staff. The next year
should be even more interesting and possibly better.
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