Grading Rubric for “Introduction to Data Analysis Using the GSS”
(1) Select a research topic: 

General topic area not hypothesis statement
(2) Review the literature: 

Logic, rationale given not library based
(3) Formulate the problem:     

a. State your hypothesis: 

b. State the dependent (effect) and independent variable (cause) 

c. What reasons do you have for believing the variables are related? 


(Summary statement of “2”)

(4) Create a research design: (Paraphrase of information about GSS)
Who or what organization did the study


(NORC at University of Chicago)

What method was used? 
(Survey, face to face interview)
The sample
 (Count, year(s))
Sample procedure
(Random, proportional) 
Questions  
(Specific wording)
(5) Collect data:

(6) Interpreting and analyzing data: 

Explain your table 


(% of row, column sums, patterns
Explain ChiSq



(level of significance and meaning)
Explain hypothesis 

(Supports, rejects or is not conclusive)
Make useful comments for future research


(Larger #, questions, ….)
(6.5) Overall evaluation of GSS and your research paper: (this is for Critical Thinking Logic course specifically Chapter 11,12 in Moore, B. N. and Parker, R. Critical Thinking Sixth Ed.,. Mountain View CA. Mayfield Publishing Co. 2000)
Representative ness and Bias, 

Sample size, 

Error Margin and 

Confidence Level 

Fallacies of Inductive Generalization.

 (7) Publishing findings: (Paper should have the following)
Title page 

Typed 

Tables

Organized around the steps 

Bibliography with proper format 

